
food water

shelter

Basic Needs

NEEDS

Esteem Needs

recognition

attentionsocial status

accomplishment

self-respect

from others
& personal

�nancial
signs

social beings -
signs

approval & 
belonging

liked

television 
& internet

magazines

advertising

media design

created by

THE SIGN ECONOMY

movies & 
entertainment

everything
is designed

the creation 
of desire

always to be 
improved

& never fully
formed 

normal
the culture of debt

living beyond 
your means

house
car

boat etc

to �ll the house
like sheep -

follow

display, 
spectacle

representation-
how we
 are seen

perceived 
happiness

ful�lment

satisfaction

illusive 
value

insatiable 
desire

the desire 
cycle

never ends
& never enough

for what gain?

future 
generations

a less viable 
future

a less viable 
future

living beyond 
your means

dangerous 
living 

environment

arti�cial 
identity

lack of time

neglection 
of real needs

burden, anxiety, 
stress

poor relations

unnecessary 
medications - 
poor health

living beyond 
our means

the consequences 
of our actions

environmental 
degradation

climate change

internal 
migration

& immigration

displacement

food security

illusive

lack of ‘self ’

arti�cial &
dishonest

con�ict

unsettlement

for show -
to others

buying on credit

massive debt

bankruptcy

high interest
repayments

stuck in a place
& job

due to mortgage
 

status

lifestyle

identity

created for

DESIRE

esteem 
needs

the sign 
economy

WHY

for 
humanity

for 
individuals

COST



for needs for studyto survive to grow transport

desire

for wants

business

housing

renovations

furniture

car

motorbike

education
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